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Volume XX, Number 6
Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting
19 March 2026

I. [bookmark: _Hlk182992401]Call to Order (2:00 PM)	P. Runnion

II. Roll Call (2:01 PM)	F. Han
a. Present (In-Person) were: S. Baur, A. Belfi, J. Burken, S. Corns, K.C. Dolan, D. Fischer, W. Hu, B. Kania-Goche, A. Krolikowski, B. Lea, K. Liu, J. Mauer, W. Meeks, J. Porcel, P. Runnion, J. Schlegel, J. Coonrod, S. Sedigh Sarvestani, J.C. Wang, H. Wen, D. Westenberg, J. Winiarz, A. Yamilov, V. Yu,
M. Zawodniok
b. Present (Proxy) were: W. Fahrenholtz, D. Finke, P. Lindler
c. Online were: Y. Zhou, D. Forciniti, K. Krishnamurthy
d. Absent were:
S. Frimpong, M. Gosnell, G. Grubbs, K. Homan, U. Koylu, S. Puri, M. Ringhausen, W. Schonberg, P. Shamsi, B. Weir, D. Williamson

III. Consent Agenda (2:04 PM)	P. Runnion
· Curriculum Committee Report
· Approval of CC and PC forms
· Approval of the 12 February 2026 Minutes
Motion to approve the consent agenda passed by voice vote.

IV. Special Topic (2:06 PM)
a. Digital Accessibility	A. Cheek, K. Crull, S. Murray, C. Tohlen
i. Slides of Digital Accessibility (UM System updates, S&T campus progress, compliance, and resources) were presented by A. Cheek, K. Crull, S. Murray and C. Tohlen;
ii. Q&A and comments regarding exception process, course content / Ally score, compliance, and campus resources;

V. President’s Report (2:42 PM)	P. Runnion
a. Reminder on ongoing COACHE Survey, closing 4/7/2026;
b. Leadership Updates
i. Planned campus network outage on March 21st and 22nd, and impacts on special events;
c. Bylaws – voting in progress mail ballot, closing 4:30 PM on Wednesday 4/15/2026;
d. IFC Updates
i. 2/20/2026 (virtual) on Remote Work Policy
ii. 3/9/2026 (virtual), Choi absent, updates on HR (paychecks for new faculty hires, Remote Work Policy), and Mid-Probationary Review Executive Order.
e. Updates on Remote Work Policy at S&T campus; Q&A on implementation, comments and questions from faculty body;
f. Update on Referrals about Foundational AI.
g. Updates on Jaggi School of Business vs. Chancellor’s Policy Memorandum II-18, key date 4/1/2026
h. Test-Optional Undergraduate Admissions: test-optional pilot introduced due to pandemic; potential/possible 1-yr extension of test-optional pilot; UM System seeking FS approval for a 1-yr extension, prior to the April Board of Curators meetings (4/16/2026, same day as April 2026 FS meeting); motion to vote during New Business agenda time.

VI. Campus Reports (3:11 PM)
a. Staff Council	E. Evans
i. (no report)
b. Student Council	A. Pickett
i. Becca Benjamin, President-Elect of Student Council, showed up and introduced herself.
c. Council of Graduate Students
i. (no report)

VII. Committee Reports (3:12 PM)
a. Rules, Procedures, and Agenda	D. Westernberg
A resolution on one-time suspension of 4/30/2026 deadline for committee organization was set forth (due to voting on Bylaws Changes currently pending). Motion to adopt the resolution passed.
b. Personnel	K. Northcut
A resolution on requesting Provost to work on implementing rolling contracts for all full-time Associate Teaching Professors, Teaching Professors, and Librarian/Archivist II, III, and IV was set forth. Motion to adopt the resolution passed.

c. Effective Teaching	J. Schramm
A motion to conduct Student Evaluations of Teaching (SET) for summer sessions was presented. Motion was tabled.

d. Budgetary Affairs	B. Lea
i. Updates on Referrals: 1) Supplemental instructional funding; and 2) Distance education classes and faculty workload; 
ii. Updates on in-progress referrals and tasks: 1) department Expense and Equipment (E&E) budget model, 2) Online Education, 3) Department Health/Pressure Index, and 4) Financial/BAC Power BI reporting tool.
iii. BAC welcomes feedback

VIII. Q&A with Provost (3:50 PM)	J. Harris
(None)

IX. Unfinished Business (3:52 PM)	P. Runnion
(None)

X. New Business (3:55 PM)	P. Runnion
Regarding a 1-year extension of the Test-Optional Undergraduate Admission pilot, senators were asked to poll their respective departments ahead of the 3/19/2026 Faculty Senate meeting. An informal sense-of-the-Senate poll was conducted on the 1-year extension: 6 in favor, 12 opposed.

XI. Announcements (3:56 PM)	P. Runnion
(None)

XII. Adjourn (3:56 PM)


Respectfully submitted,
Frank D. Han
Secretary | Faculty Senate
		An equal opportunity employer
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